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I confirm that I have read and understand the guidance on plagiarism and note on consequent penalties accompanying the entry form. I confirm that the essay I am submitting for the Reader’s Essay Competition is my sole creation and original work. Any work from other authors is acknowledged and appropriately referenced. 

Signed: 
___________________________________________

Date: 
___________________

Essay Competition

The Middle Temple Reader’s Prize

A prize of £2,000 is offered to all members of the Middle Temple up to five years after completion of the BPTC/BVC. 
This year’s topics are:

 

1. There has been concern of late about the practice of the police, especially in high-profile cases, of arresting suspects, rather than merely inviting them to be interviewed, and then releasing them on police bail, often for lengthy periods; as well as giving their names to the media.  Draft a briefing note explaining the powers of the police to arrest, when this power may be used, why it is used, why persons are then released on police bail, whether there are time limits or other constraints on police bail, and when, if at all, the police should release to the media the names of persons arrested/bailed.  Is the law in this area in need of clarification or reform?
2. The courts have in recent years fashioned a right to privacy, despite or because of Parliament’s refusal or failure over many years to do so.  Why have the courts done so? On what authority? Is it not an inappropriate extension of the European Convention on Human Rights into areas of private law that are entirely non-governmental? Is it not a serious incursion into freedom of the press? Is it not unworkable in practice?

The following need to be submitted in electronic format to s.yorke@middletemple.org.uk by 15 August 2013:
· Your essay of no more than 3,000 words on one of the above topics.  (The word count does not include footnotes, but footnotes should be used for pure reference purposes and not include analysis.)

· The completed cover sheet. 
 

