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The Legal Education and Training Review established that ethics was one area of the curriculum that most practitioners agreed needed to be taught.  Yet little is known about how effective existing training is or whether and how practitioners think it could and should be developed.  UCL’s Centre for Ethics and Law, the Advocacy Training Council, and the wide range of professional bodies actively cooperating with the research, think that this is a gap that needs to be filled.
Many advocates who are in their early years of practice will have received an email asking them to participate in research on ethical training seeking to redress that problem.  If you have received an email, we strongly urge you to participate, so that the research can be firmly based on the experience of new advocates.  You will be asked to take a short online survey, exploring ethics and your thinking on training and there will be an opportunity to participate in in-depth interviews exploring your ethical reasoning and seeking in-depth views on ethics training. 
The project is a collaboration between UCL’s Centre for Ethics and Law and a wide range of professional bodies. From the Bar these include the Inns,  the Advocacy Training Council, the Family Law Bar Association, the Criminal Bar Association, and BACFI. Legal Executives with a CILEX Advocate’s Certificate and Solicitor Advocates with who have recently qualified with Higher Rights are also taking part.  Expert practitioners, with considerable experience of ethics training, are directly involved.  The project has received generous funding from the Legal Education Foundation, a signal of the great importance attached to the area.  
Ultimately, the research depends on the recently-qualified profession’s willingness to participate for its success.  You are eligible for the research you are:
· a practising barrister within three years of completing pupillage;
· a practising Chartered Legal Executive within three years of gaining an Advocates Certificate; or,
· a practising Solicitor within three years of completing your higher rights qualification 
You can complete the survey by clicking here.
Participation is voluntary and anonymous.  Those involved in the research will have an opportunity to participate in workshops discussing the results and their implications.  The research will be published and the relevant professional bodies will consider and work on any improvements to ethical education and training that might be suggested by the results of the study.  We hope that you will take the time to give this important area the focus that it deserves.
