MIDDLE TEMPLE

MOOTING TIPS
FIRST THINGS

· Mooting is an exercise in advocacy- not a seminar
· You have a limited amount of time

SKELETON ARGUMENT

Purpose
· Introduction to your case;
· Highlighting key passages in authorities
· Provides a prompt if needed
Tips
· Keep it short. More than 4/5 pages may not be read

· Remember that it’s a skeleton, not a fully formed body

· Deal briefly with any obvious arguments your opponents may make briefly but not every possible point
· Make it readable:

· Numbered paragraphs;

· Short paragraphs

· Must be clear- short sentences are best.
CONTENT OF CASE

Key features are
· Simplicity

· Focus

Tips
· Identify your case clearly and understand it.
· For every case there is one good point, sometimes two, seldom three and never four. 

· What are your key authorities? What are the key passages in them?
· Write down your key points and practise saying them in front of a mirror. How confident do you look and sound?
PRESENTATION

This is advocacy!
Stance

· What are you going to do with your hands?
· Make eye contact with the judge.
· Stand up! Don’t slouch over the lectern
Start
 

· How are you going to address the judge?
· If you are the first advocate, introduce your team and your opponents. Otherwise,  don’t introduce yourself
· Don’t say ‘good afternoon’
· Rehearse your first 2 sentences
· Beware of distractions e.g. fiddling with tape, verbal tics  ‘uh’, ‘right’. 
· Pausing  for a beat of 2 or 3 can be an effective way of keeping the judge’s attention
What next?

· Don’t waste time. 

· Use your skeleton e.g. ‘May I refer you to paragraph 3 of my skeleton?’
Closing

· Be ready to go into your closing remarks on the knock from the time keeper
· Prepare what you want to say- a summary of your main point(s)
· Rehearse your last 2 sentences. You may not want to use them but they will be there in case you need to
DEALING WITH INTERVENTIONS

· Interventions provide you with a real opportunity of impressing the judge adjudicator
· They are useful indications of what judges are thinking or what is troubling them
Tips
· Don’t ignore the question

· If possible answer it ;

· If you want time to think, ask ‘may I come back to it’ but remember to do so;
· You can ask for permission to confer with your team member- but  time will still be running

· Don’t ignore a helpful suggestion from the judge. It is unlikely to be a trick question
REMEMBER
· Keep it short
· Your task is to persuade the judge
· Be clear and confident
· Enjoy it

You do this by
Preparation and Practice
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