
 
 

 

 
CALL TO THE BAR 

 TRINITY CALL 
18:00, THURSDAY 24 JULY 2025 

 
MASTER TREASURER 

The Right Honourable Lady Justice Thirlwall DBE  
 

MASTER READER  
Professor Matthew Weait   



USOME HISTORY 

The term “barrister” appears to have originated in the Inns of Court 
in the mid-fifteenth century, when it described the junior members of 
the Inns who participated in the exercise known, even then, as 
mooting. At that time instruction was conducted in each of the Inns 
of Court, under the direction of a Master of the Bench appointed as 
Reader, during two terms in each year known as Grand Vacations. 
Instruction was mostly oral and practical. In the mooting exercises 
the most junior students, who sat in the middle tiers of the benches, 
were known as Inner Barristers, and carried out the simpler 
exercises; the more learned sat outer or “utter”-most, and argued 
the more abstruse points of the law. 

Call to the Utter Bar was therefore recognition of a degree of 
learning and was generally accorded only after a Barrister had been 
under instruction for five or six years. Moreover, even after being 
Called, a Barrister in the time of Elizabeth I was not allowed to plead 
before the high courts for a further five years, though the Justices of 
Assize might admit him to their courts earlier. Time both as a student 
and as a pupil therefore seems to have been pretty protracted. 

For some decades there was a dispute as to who might authorise 
Call to the Utter Bar. Readers often assumed, or were given, 
authority to Call Barristers, but gradually this passed to the Masters 
of the Bench as a whole; an Order issued by Queen Elizabeth I in 
1574 (shortly after this Hall was completed) said that none should 
be “Called to the Bar but by the Ordinary Council of the House”. 

The members Called each year were far fewer than in modern times; 
in the Middle Temple, under 10 a year in the reign of Elizabeth I, 
gradually rising throughout the next century to nearly 20 in the reign 
of William and Mary.  



TODAY’S CEREMONY 

Students who have passed the Bar Course (or have complied with 
other relevant academic or professional requirements) and have 
met the regulatory requirements are eligible for Call and have been 
so authorised by the Masters of the Bench in Parliament. The 
students are Called in a specific order. This is the order of seniority 
according to the date of their admission to the Inn. Each wears a wig 
and gown over a dark suit or dress (the tradition of sobriety in 
clothing, too, goes back to Elizabeth I’s reign). 

Master Treasurer accompanied by Master Reader and followed by 
other Masters of the Bench, will process into Hall and take their 
places. 

Master Reader addresses the students with the words: 

“Student members of the Middle Temple being Called to the 
Degree of the Utter Bar, you have declared that for as long as 
you remain a barrister you will use your knowledge and skills in 
keeping with the principles and ethics of the profession, uphold 
the Rule of Law and in doing so comply with the Code of 
Conduct and Core Duties of the Bar of England and Wales.  

You have also accepted the obligation to follow the regulations 
of the profession and to undertake continual improvement of 
your professional knowledge and competence.”  

Master Reader addresses Master Treasurer with the words: 

“Master Treasurer, it is my duty and privilege as Master Reader 
to introduce to you those Students of this Honourable and 
Learned Society whose proposals for Call to the Degree of the 
Utter Bar have been authorised by Parliament. When they have 
been Called by you they will, after the ancient manner, enter 



their names at the Cupboard in the Book Containing the Roll of 
the Barristers of this Inn.” 

Master Reader then presents each student by name:  

“Master Treasurer, I introduce .......”  

Master Treasurer then calls him or her: 

“....... in the name of the Masters of the Bench, I Call you to the 
Degree of the Utter Bar”. 

When all have been Called, Master Treasurer gives a speech.  
 

 
CALL TO THE BAR 

The following Members of the House were this day Called to the 

Degree of the Utter Bar:  

 Aruna Chrishmal Sumedha Warnasuriya 

Alesha Sharice Mclean 

Vivesha Vasanthan 

Anna Dimitriadis 

Irene Hayley Akua Aku Afriye 

Gabriela Ivaylo Mihaylova 



Andrew James Eve 

Kara Emily Mills 

Lucy Marie Allen 

Isabel Chimwemwe Mwamba 

Rachel Pravithra Ravindran 

Jennifer Omasan Olley 

Joshua Oliver Page 

Angelle Faith Yen Lee Chung 

Urja Shailesh Patel 

Niamh Elizabeth O'Shaughnessy 

Wee Jun You 

Michelle Emi Chieng Tze Hie 

Luke Anthony Peacock 

Samantha Jane Mason-Evans 

Raveena Logendiran 



Niccola Caitlin Parkes 

Abigail Rose Clements-Bewley 

Sandreeka Balasubramaniam 

Joanna Maria Noel 

Leslie Anna Fortuner Jn Baptiste 

Laraib Zahra Rizvi 

Darishani Ravi Shankar 

Aimee Louise Naylor 

Hamish Robert Rory Fraser 

Lin Ern Soh 

Daniel Carson 

Natasha Rae-Ann Bowater 

Ong Jia Ru  

Jing Rou Liu 

Phoebe Elizabeth McNally 



Daria-Alexandra Ciubotaru 

Madeline Bessie Bishop 

Rong En Chia 

Qi Sheng Liow 

Oscar André Jean-Marie Sarazin 

Swann Teh Tong Ay 

Benjamin James Nettleton 

Zarapreet Amanda Amajit Jagdev 

Alexander David Ashford Rynn 

Christopher Martin Mallon 
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