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Middle Temple is one of the four Inns of Court which have exclusive right to call students to the Bar. The education and training of advocates lie at the heart of the Inn, but we are also a professional society for our membership worldwide. We maintain a heritage estate in central London housing chambers from which barristers practise. We also provide members access to a modern law library. 

There has been a library at Middle Temple since 1641. It was founded with a bequest made by Robert Ashley (1565-1641) who donated his own personal library of over 3,700 books to the Inn. At that time, the Inns of Court were considered the “third university” after Oxford and Cambridge. They provided legal training as well as instruction in various gentlemanly pursuits such as fencing, history, singing and general manners and decorum. Thus a library like Ashley’s, which was rich in many subjects such as theology, science, natural philosophy and geography, was a welcome addition to the Inn. 
Although Ashley was a lawyer who lived and practised at the Inn, his collection contained only a small amount of law books- a core sampling of English legal works. Thus the Inn added substantially to his collection, building up a law library and acquiring new books and sets of law reports. This commitment to collecting the law continues to the present day, while retaining the original collection that Ashley donated in 1641. 

Unfortunately, however, much of the original founding collection is in a very poor state. The library was moved at various times through the centuries, and suffered much damage during the Second World War. Many books have become damaged over time and require repair. In 2007 the library created a book sponsorship programme which allows people to ‘adopt’ a book by paying the cost of its restoration. 

Proceeds from today’s cake sale will go towards the restoration of three rare books from the collection and a bookplate will be placed in the books to commemorate today:
1- Opera Philosophica by René Descartes, probably printed around 1650. This book has become damaged by water, which led to mold growing, and has had to be bagged and quarantined. Restoration will consist of cleaning off the mold, and separating the pages that have become stuck together. It will also be bound, as the previous binding has become damaged beyond repair. 
2- Historia Mundi Naturalis by Pliny the Elder, printed in Frankfurt, 1582. The binding of this book has become loose, which has damaged the textblock. The paper has become fragile and is crumbling. Restoration will consist of repairing the binding and the paper, cleaning and strengthening it so that it no longer crumbles.

3- L’histoire de la nature des oyseaux by Pierre Belon, printed in Paris, 1555. This book was damaged by water, possibly during WWII and the paper has become powdery and fragile. Restoration will consist of cleaning and repairing the paper to strengthen it, so that the book can be read again without worrying about damaging the paper further. 
